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          Promote Peace Throughout the World 

Lubumbashi, Democratic Republic of Congo. ÉFAO/Olivier Asselin  
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1. Say ñA Stewardôs Prayerò found on the next page, on 

your own or in groups. 

 

2. Read about Sustainable Agricultural Development and 

about the Basilicaôs goals as we focus on Global Stew-

ardship during the months of December and January. 

 

3.  Choose one of the suggested scripture passages to reflect 

on and discuss. 

 

4. Consider attending an event or activity to learn more       

about Sustainable Agricultural Development and explore 

how our Catholic faith calls us to respond through 

thoughts, words and/or actions. 

 

5. Check out the resources on pages 12-13 to help increase 

your understanding of Global Stewardship and the issues 

of Sustainable Agricultural Development. Decide on a 

plan of action to learn more. 

 

6. Use the prayer intentions and closing prayer to end your  

       session. 

Stewardship as a Way of Life 

Resource Kit for Global Stewardship 
 

Advent starts the new liturgical year for Catholics. During December and  

January, we ask that you use these resources for yourself, your family or 

small groups to explore the issues of Sustainable Agricultural Development.  

Consider what our Catholic faith calls us to do. 
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CLOSING PRAYER 
 

[ƻǾƛƴƎ DƻŘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǎ 
ǊƛŎƘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΦ ²Ŝ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ 
ƘŀǊǾŜǎǝƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ƛƴ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǊǝŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ 
ŦƻǊŜǎǘǊȅΣ ƳƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŬǎƘŜǊƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ƻƊŜƴ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ 
ŀƴŘΣ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜΣ ōŜǎŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǇŜǎǘ 
ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜΦ ²Ŝ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƭƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
ǊǳƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜΣ ōȅ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǇǊƛŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǊǘŎƻƳƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ 
ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦ IŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǊŜƅŜŎǘ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜΦ aŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ 
ōŜ ǎŜǘ ŦǊŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ ōƛǧŜǊƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƎŜǊΦ aŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜƳ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜŜŘΦ !ƳŜƴΦ 

A farmer planting acacia seedlings, Senegal ÉFAO/Seyllou Diallo  
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Prayer Intentions 
 

Please respond: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

May farmers around the world, many of 
whom face environmental, economic and 
moral challenges, be honored as providers 

of a sacred commodity that blesses and 
sustains their local community. 

   We pray to the Lord 

   
That leaders in governments and the private 

sector come together to mobilize resources 
and investments, build partnerships that 
reduce oppression and create sustainable 

agricultural practices and dignity for the 
agricultural sector. 

We pray to the Lord 

 
For our community, that we may become 

conscientious consumers who are aware of 
the sacred journey of the foods that sustain 
us and the products that we utilize. 

       We pray to the Lord 
 

As brothers and sisters in Christ, we are 

called to acknowledge that the peace and 
well-being of people around the world are 

the concern of us all. 

We pray to the Lord 
 

That through prayer, faith and action, each of 
us can find a way to contribute to the great-
er good of our global society. 

We pray to the Lord 

Lower Kagera River Basin, Rwanda courtesy É FAO 
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A Stewardôs Prayer 
 

Lord, renew our reverence for the beautiful re-

sources you have given us, for the bringers of our 

daily bread, the earth and all its creatures. Help us 

sustain your glory and promote the dignity and     

respect of Mother Nature and all who toil to bring us 

nourishment that reflects your unbounded gracious-

ness and sustaining presence. In thanks and praise, 

gracious God, let us be refreshed in gratitude for the 

earthôs resources and her farmers around the world, 

confirmed as stewards to protect and dignify her. 

Bless our health and teach us daily to be grace to 

one another. Amen. 

Rice harvesting in Venilale, East Timor, ÉMathew Lynn, 

courtesy FAO 
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Stewardship as a Way of Life 

Global Stewardship  
 

Definition: ñGlobal Stewardshipò ï Reaching out to people around 

the world, promoting peace and social justice through education, 

medicine, food, housing, clean water, financial support and political 

action. 
 

Summary Statement: Catholic social teaching states that all 

human beings are members of the óBody of Christ,ô created in the 

image and likeness of God (GN 1:26-27) and have an inherent 

value, worth and distinction. As members of the universal Christian 

church, we are obligated to help those whose dignity has been 

diminished, denied or discarded due to disease, poverty or war. 
 

Key Message: In developing countries, agriculture tends to be a 

significant percentage of the rural economyðwhere much of the 

worldôs poor liveðbut it is not necessarily productive as a result of 

farming and socio-economic practices, policies and systems. The 

US Council for Catholic Bishops states, ñAn important moral 

measure of the global agriculture system is how its weakest 

participants are treated.ò It is important to recognize the dignity 

behind agriculture and how improving the sector may pull people 

from oppressive economies. Developing agriculture sustainablyðto 

protect agriculture workers and the earth for the futureðcan 

strengthen the economy and equality of people within developing 

countries. 

 
 

ñThroughout the world, the poor are hungry not only for 

food, they are hungry to be recognized as human beings.  

They are hungry for dignity and to be treated as we are 

treated.  They are hungry for our love.ò   
                             Teresa of Calcutta  
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Global Organizations 
 

Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) of the United Nations 
www.fao.org/ Achieving food security for all is at the heart of FAO's ef-
forts to make sure people have regular access to enough high-quality food 

to lead active, healthy lives. FAO's mandate is to raise levels of nutrition, 
improve agricultural productivity, better the lives of rural populations and 
contribute to the growth of the world economy. 
 

CARE International www.care.org/ Places special focus on working 

alongside poor women. Equipped with the proper resources, women have 
the power to help whole families and entire communities escape poverty. 
 

International Fund for Agricultural Development http://www.ifad.org/ 
Working with poor rural people, governments, donors, non-governmental 

organizations (NGOs) and many other partners, IFAD focuses on country-
specific solutions, which can involve increasing poor rural peoples' access 
to financial services, markets, technology, land and other natural re-

sources.  
 

The Grameen Bank (GB) http://www.grameen-info.org/ Has reversed 
conventional banking practice by removing the need for collateral and 
created a banking system based on mutual trust, accountability,            

participation and creativity. GB provides credit to the poorest of the poor 
in rural Bangladesh, without any collateral. 
 

Kiva http://www.kiva.org/  Connects people through lending, for the sake 
of alleviating poverty. Kiva empowers individuals by providing loans to 

entrepreneurs across the globe by way of microfinance institutions. 
Through the internet, Kiva is creating a global community of people con-
nected through lending. 
 

Catholic Relief Services (CRS) http://crs.org/agriculture/ CRS works 

through local partner agencies to implement agriculture and environment 
programs for the poorest farm families and rural communities worldwide. 
CRS immediate goal is to improve family well-being through agro-

economic development and environmental stewardship. The agency's   
long-term goal is to strengthen the capacity of local agencies and farm 

communities to take control of their own development. 

Resources, continued... 
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Resources - Groups that Make a Difference 
 

Minnesota - based or - located organizations 
 

10,000 Villages http://www.tenthousandvillages.com/php/fair.trade/index.php 

A nonprofit fair trade organization that markets handcrafted products made by 

artisans from more than 130 artisan groups in 38 countries. 
 

Carmen Pampa Fund http://carmenpampafund.org/ A MN-based nonprofit 

generating financial and human resources to assist the growth and development 

of Unidad Acad®mica CampesinaðCarmen Pampa (UAC-CP), a college   

serving impoverished rural families of Bolivia through education, research, 

production, community service and leadership programs. The most-enrolled 
discipline is agronomy. 
 

Educate Tanzania, Inc. http://educatetanzania.org/ A MN-based nonprofit 

that forms partnerships with people to share resources and professional       

expertise so that people in the developing areas of the world can have access to 

education, clean water and good health. Their current partnership with the peo-

ple of Northwest Tanzania in the large, remote and impoverished Karagwe 

District, focuses on building KARUCO (Karagwe University College). Its flag-

ship discipline will be agriculture. 
 

Cargill http://www.cargill.com/ Cargill is committed to nourishing the worldôs 

growing population while at the same time protecting the planet. They are lev-

eraging their leadership in food and agriculture to tackle the complex challenge 

of feeding the world. About half of Cargillôs global workforce is in the            

developing world. 
 

Land Oô Lakes International Development http://ww.idd.landolakes.com/ 

Since 1981, Land OôLakes International Development has applied an          
integrated approach to international economic development that capitalizes on 

its companyôs 90 years as a leading farm-to-market agribusiness. They use 
their practical experience and in-depth knowledge to facilitate market-driven     

business solutions that generate economic growth, improve health, nutrition, 

and alleviate poverty. 
 

Friends of Chimbote - Father Jackôs Mission http://friendsofchimbote.org/ 

A faith-based organization dedicated to supporting programs that improve and 

transform the lives of the poor of Chimbote, Peru. Friends of Chimbote is a 

vibrant steward, charged by the founders, Father Jack and Sister Peggy, to  

carry on their legacy by securing resources and empowering capacity in their 

Peruvian NGO partner, the Asociaci·n Civil Apoyo Familiar, (ACAF). 
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Did You Know? 
 

Dƭƻōŀƭ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΥ ²Ƙŀǘ Lǎ IŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ IǳƴƎǊȅ tŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ  
CŀǊƳŜǊǎ !ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΚ  

 

§ In 2001, 55 percent of all workers in developing countries 

were employed in agriculture; 70 percent of the poor in de-

veloping countries live in rural areas and derive livelihoods 

from agriculture directly or indirectly. Among the developing 

regions, Africa has the greatest concentration of low-income, 

food deficit countries that cannot produce enough food to 

feed their populations and cannot afford to make up the     

deficit through imports. Also, in Sub-Saharan Africa, women 

produce up to 80% of basic food products. 
 

§ An estimated 840 million people worldwide are                

malnourished, despite the fact that farmers globally produce 

2,800 calories of food per person per day: enough to          

adequately nourish everyone on the planet. Further, 30,000 

children die of hunger and related causes daily; 1.2 billion 

people live on less than one dollar per day, 70 percent of 

whom are found in rural areas. 

 

§ The United States is the largest exporter of agricultural goods 

in the world. Three companies account for 81 percent of corn     

exports and 65 percent of soybeans; four companies account 

for 60 percent of the grain terminals. In 2001, the developed 

countries gave six times as much in subsidies to their own 

farmers as they gave in total foreign aid to poor countries. 

These agricultural subsidies cause ñdirect harm to poor coun-

tries,ò because they lower the prices poor farmers would oth-

erwise receive for their products. U.S. global food aid in 2001      

accounted for about 60 percent of all food donated world-

wide. 

 

 
Taken from USCCB Agricultural, Nutrition, and Rural Issues: http://www.usccb.org/

issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/agriculture-nutrition-rural-issues/for-i-was-

hungry-data-boxes.cfm 
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Agriculture, Development & Society 
 

Sustainable Agricultural Development 

In many developing countries, people rely on agriculture for em-

ployment and for sustaining life. They may not have other outlets 

for employment, or agriculture may have been passed down 

through generations. Yet farmers continue to struggle economi-

cally as the Earth suffers destruction, leaving even less land for 

agricultural use. 

 

Sector Development 

If we consider agriculture as a business, it is important to provide 

necessary development such as cost/benefit analysis, expense/

profit recognition, and how best to participate in the market. 

Building a stronger connection between the government and the 

private sector can ensure greater stability. Equipping farmers 

with an education may also increase productivity and success. 

When winter snows melt in the mountains of Central Asia, rivers and canals 
swell, creating a paradise for agriculture. É FAO 
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Resources - Books for Deeper 

 Understanding 
Two Ears of Corn: A Guide to People-Centered Agricultural   

Improvement 

 By Roland Bunch 

The Last Hunger Season: A Year in an African Farm Community 

on the Brink of Change 

 By Roger Throw 

One Billion Hungry: How Can We Feed the World? 

 By Gordon Conway 

The Global Farms Race: Land Grabs, Agricultural Investment, 

and the Scramble for Food Security 

 By Michael Fugleman 

Meet Ali, a young agropreneur 

from Zanzibar. At a FAO   

training course, he strengthened 
his agricultural skills and his 

knowledge of climate change 

mitigation, entrepreneurship 

and marketing. Ali produces 
organic bananas, spinach and 

okra, using local medicinal 

plants instead of chemical  

pesticides, and sells his produce 
on the local market.  É FAO 




